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The purpose of this work was to measure the hardness,  the density,  the interlaminar shear and bending strengths,  as well as the flexural modulus of Carbon/Carbon (C/C) specimens extracted from the brake disks of a supersonic aircraft and a F1 racing car.  Two kinds of hardness tests were adopted: ( i ) Rockwell L  and ( ii ) Micro Vickers.  For the flexural modulus the methods of  sonic resonance ( non destructive) and three point bending (destructive) were used.  The interlaminar shear and the bending strengths were obtained by three point bending only.  The repeatability of the results for the aircraft brakes  (solid disk) was in the range of 3% to 22%.  For the F1 brakes,  in which the disks had ventilation holes (i.e. cylindrical ducts distributed along the radial direction), the variations were in the range of 13% to 25%.
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