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In recent years, an increasing awareness of the contribution of marine exhaust emissions to atmospheric pollution has been observed, with particular attention on the emission of nitrogen oxides, NOX. This concern is reflected in the high priority established by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), as well as several countries, in the implementation of restrictions on emissions from marine sources. This paper discusses the principal aspects related to NOX emission control of marine diesel engines. Some of the control methods developed by engine builders are reviewed with respect to their efficiency and related problems on engine operation. Future prospects of each proposed solution are evaluated in view of social demand for more restrictive emissions limits.
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