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This paper describes the development of the “TTS Project” (Transonic and Supersonic Tunnels), an effort from the Brazilian Air Ministry, through the Centro Técnico Aeroespacial (CTA), to equip Brazil with the installations required for the aerodynamic testing at high velocities. The progress obtained up to this point includes the definition of basic specifications, the concept design of an industrial transonic tunnel with a novel technical solution, and the design, fabrication and initial operation of a Pilot Facility. The transonic regime is the most difficult one to be simulated by theoretical / computational methods. The use of test facilities (wind tunnels) is of foremost importance in the project of vehicles that cruise at such velocities, as is the case of high-performance transport aircrafts and satellite launching rockets (in the initial phase of the flight). At the moment, Brazil lacks the capability of testing at that regime. Along with explanations concerning the technical aspects of the project, the present paper covers strategic, financial and management challanges that had to be dealt with. Remarks concerning the joint use of computers and wind tunnels, and even the future prospects of the latter, are made.
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