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The ISO 14000 series are designed for integrating more than 15 environnmental standards from 43 countries. This series describes the basic elements of an effective environmental management system, by considering the main aspects concerning environmental issues. Up to now, the ISO 14000 standards are volontary. This work is mainly about Environmental Auditing, described by ISO 14010, ISO 14011 and ISO 14012 standards.  Nevertheless, it is the ISO 14001, describing the basic requirements of an environmental management system, the standard that organizations will implement and the standard to which they will seek third-party registration. It is also intended here, to present an overview of the ISO 14000 series and discuss how an organization could get the benefits of adopting the standards.  The benefits could be reached either by using the standards as a guide to mesure the environmental impact of the organization’s activities in order to assess its environmental performance or as a mean to identify improvement opportunities. The most important consequence of  ISO 14000 implementation is their significant contribution to improve  sustainable developement. 
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