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This paper presents the Simplified Method for Clusters Identification (the  MIDAS method) used for grouping parts and machines in cellular manufacturing. The proposed method identifies and eliminates the exceptional elements of the incidence matrix as a way to obtain a perfect diagonal structure. The aplication of MIDAS method demonstrates that the  method is useful and more simplified than the traditional grouping algorithms. The results permit the analyst deals with several solution alternatives and chooses the most effective one.
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