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Although prosthetic heart valves have been used successfully for many years, an ideal prostheses has not been developed yet. Since the major part of heart valve prostheses related complications are due to flow disturbances, valve hydrodynamic characterization is an useful aid in designing new prostheses. In the present report, flow visualization in steady state flow model has been employed to study flow disturbances occurring downstream two types of bioprosthesis (porcine and bovine pericardium) tested in the mitral position. Flow visualization is an important tool for prosthetic valves evaluation using simple and low cost facilities.
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